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Karen Breiner-Sanders incorporated an

electronic poster tool into a film course as a

method to promote greater student

involvement in film analysis and to encourage

the practice of more professional presentations.

Objectives
Through the use of the electronic poster tool in her course,
Professor Breiner-Sanders hopes:

Course Overview
Professor Breiner-Sanders’ course Contemporary Spanish
American Cinema  provides an overview of the significant
national cinemas in the hemisphere of Spanish-speaking
countries. Within the overarching framework of contemporary
Latin American society and culture, students sharpen their
critical reading and film analysis skills. The course
emphasizes strong oral and written participation in an effort
to assist students in developing higher-order thinking and
communication skills.
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Use of the poster tool for presentations  required a new form
of assessment for the work produced.  Professor Breiner-
Sanders designed a mid-semester survey asking students how
they should be evaluated for this project.  Students provided
constructive answers based on content, style, speech, and design
which supplied the basis for the assessment criteria of the final
presentations.

Evidence of Student Learning

Dynamics of Electronic Poster
Just as creating a scrap book or photo album arranges
memories into a logical, compelling, and ultimately
memorable narrative, so too can the electronic poster
enable students to sharpen their analytic skills via their
research, organization, and mapping of key materials
to create a narrative framework that is greater than
the sum of its individual components.

Challenges
The technological difficulties of this project were frustrating
for the students and the professor: students “lost” work in
preparation due to the web-based nature of the tool and
presentations were disrupted due to poster tool malfunctions.
Despite these frustrations, student feedback focused on the
electronic poster as a personal highlight and a satisfying
achievement in the course.

In all types of births, the process may be painful, yet the
product is a cause for joy and celebration.  In the case of
the electronic poster, student frustration gave way rather
quickly to affirmation.  And as the poster tool improves
each semester, it is fast becoming both a student expectation
for all Hispanic film courses and an institutionalized pedagogic
tool.

By involving students in the
assessment process, they had a
clearer sense of the expectations
for the final project.  Criteria
includes:

to compel students to critically engage with course topics,
thereby creating a sense of ownership that aids in the
development of a reflective presentation, and

to afford students the opportunity to practice professional
oral skills in persuasive communication that aims to
become for them and their audience something
memorable.


